
850 June 14 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 

that is clearly visible, well-defined, and in ac-
tuality is a state. And so in other words, the 
concept—and by the way, this is newly ar-
rived. I’m actually the first President ever to 
have articulated a two-state solution, two de-
mocracies living side by side with peace— 
in peace. And during my time as President, 
I’ve seen a notable shift amongst folks in the 
Middle East that recognize the importance 
of having that state. 

So my point to you is, is that, you know, 
it’s been a—there’s always difficulties in de-
mocracies, but the notion is a—of getting this 
work done is important. And therefore, our 
diplomacy is to remind all the parties in-
volved that they have now an opportunity to 
get a state negotiated. And I think it can be 
done by the end of the year. Condi is very 
much involved with it on a—you know, a 
nearly weekly, it seems like, basis. And of 
course, I’m in touch with the leaders. The 
Palestinians are discouraged by the settle-
ment activity—all the more reason to get the 
borders clearly defined as quickly as possible. 

I want to thank Nicolas and the EU, for 
example, for helping build civil society in the 
Palestinian Territory as well as helping Prime 
Minister Fayyad with security measures. 

I’ll also remind you that it’s essential that 
we get a state defined as quickly as possible 
so that leaders such as President Abbas and 
Prime Minister Fayyad can say to their peo-
ple, here’s an alternative vision to what’s tak-
ing place in Gaza. You support us, and you’re 
going to get a state. You support Hamas, and 
you’re going to get Gaza. Take your pick. 

And therefore, there it’s imperative that 
we, you know, convince the parties to get 
this done. Now, I know some say, ‘‘All Amer-
ica has got to do is say, ‘Do it.’ ’’ No, the 
way it works is, is that the parties have got 
to come to this agreement. Our job, along 
with the EU through the Quartet, is to keep 
the process moving. 

And so I’m optimistic. I understand how 
difficult it is, but difficulty should not cause 
people to do the right thing. If you believe 
in your soul something is right, then you have 
an obligation to work. And in this case, I 
firmly believe that the establishment of a Pal-
estinian state will bring hope and peace to 
the Israelis and the Palestinians. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at 
11:45 a.m. at Elysee Palace. In his remarks, he 
referred to Carla Bruni, wife of President Sarkozy; 
Tim Russert, moderator of NBC’s ‘‘Meet the 
Press,’’ who passed away on June 13; Prime Min-
ister Vladimir Putin of Russia, in his former capac-
ity as President of Russia; President Mahmud 
Ahmadi-nejad of Iran; and Prime Minister Salam 
Fayyad and President Mahmoud Abbas (Abu 
Mazen) of the Palestinian Authority. President 
Sarkozy referred to President Michel Sleiman of 
Lebanon; Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany; 
Prime Minister Gordon Brown of the United 
Kingdom; and Prime Minister Brian Cowen of 
Ireland. A reporter referred to Prime Minister 
Ehud Olmert of Israel. President Sarkozy and 
some reporters spoke in French, and their re-
marks were translated by an interpreter. 

The President’s Radio Address 

June 14, 2008 

Good morning. This week, I’m traveling 
in Europe. In the past few days, I have visited 
Slovenia, Germany, Italy, and the Vatican. 
I’m spending this Saturday in France, and 
I will conclude my trip in the United King-
dom. 

In my meetings, I’ve discussed our shared 
efforts to advance peace and prosperity 
around the world. America has strong part-
ners in leaders like Italy’s Silvio Berlusconi, 
Germany’s Angela Merkel, France’s Nicolas 
Sarkozy, and Britain’s Gordon Brown. And 
together we’re pursuing an agenda that is 
broad and far-reaching. 

America and Europe are cooperating to 
open new opportunities for trade and invest-
ment. We’re working to tear down regulatory 
barriers that hurt our businesses and con-
sumers. We’re striving to make this the year 
that the world completes an ambitious Doha 
trade agreement, which will open up new 
markets for American goods and services and 
help alleviate poverty around the world. 

America and Europe are cooperating to 
address the twin challenges of energy secu-
rity and climate change, while keeping our 
economies strong. We’re working to diversify 
our energy supplies by developing and fi-
nancing new clean-energy technologies. And 
we’re working toward an international agree-
ment that commits every major economy to 
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slow, stop, and eventually reverse the growth 
of greenhouse gases. 

America and Europe are cooperating to 
widen the circle of development and pros-
perity. We’re leading the world in providing 
food aid, improving education for boys and 
girls, and fighting disease. Through the his-
toric commitments of the United States and 
other G–8 countries, we’re working to turn 
the tide against HIV/AIDS and malaria in Af-
rica. And to achieve this noble goal, all na-
tions must keep their promises to deliver this 
urgent aid. 

America and Europe are cooperating on 
our most solemn duty, protecting our citi-
zens. Our nations are applying the tools of 
intelligence, finance, law enforcement, diplo-
macy, and when necessary, military power to 
break up terror networks and deny them safe 
havens. And to protect against the prospect 
of ballistic missile attacks emanating from the 
Middle East, we’re developing a shared sys-
tem of missile defense. 

We’re also working together to ensure that 
Iran is not allowed to acquire a nuclear weap-
on. This week, America and our European 
allies sent a clear and unmistakable message 
to the regime in Tehran: It must verifiably 
suspend its enrichment activities or face fur-
ther isolation and additional sanctions. To-
gether America and Europe are pursuing 
strong diplomacy with Iran, so that future 
generations can look back and say that we 
came together to stop this threat to our peo-
ple. 

In the long run, the most important way 
we can protect our people is to defeat the 
terrorists’ hateful ideology by spreading the 
hope of freedom. So America and Europe 
are working together to advance the vision 
of two democratic states, Israel and Pal-
estine, living side by side in security and 
peace. We’re working together to protect the 
sovereignty of Lebanon’s young democracy. 
And we’re working together to strengthen 
the democratically elected Governments in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. 

In all of these areas, the United States and 
Europe have agreed that we must take ac-
tion, and that we must go forward together. 
The level and breadth of the cooperation be-
tween America and our European allies 
today is unprecedented. And together we’re 

making the world a safer and more hopeful 
place. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:15 a.m. on 
June 13 in Rome, Italy, for broadcast at 10:06 
a.m., e.d.t., on June 14. The transcript was made 
available by the Office of the Press Secretary on 
June 13 but was embargoed for release until the 
broadcast. Due to the 6-hour time difference, the 
radio address was broadcast after the President’s 
news conference in Paris. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address. 

Interview With Ned Temko of The 
Observer in Rome, Italy 
June 13, 2008 

Progress in Iraq/Remarks to the 
Organization for Economic Cooperation 
and Development in Paris, France 

Mr. Temko. You’re giving a major speech 
in Paris in a few hours’ time on what you 
describe as a new era of transatlantic union. 
And obviously, the picture in Europe is much 
more encouraging, it would seem, than a few 
years ago. What’s changed, in your view, and 
what needs to be fixed? 

The President. This is the—what’s 
changed is the—we’ve gone beyond the Iraq 
period for two reasons. One is that Iraq is— 
democracy is succeeding. People are begin-
ning to see progress. And therefore, people 
that—at least governments that felt like they 
didn’t want to participate in the liberation 
of Iraq have now wanted to participate in 
the reconstruction of Iraq. And their people 
are beginning to see some success. Maliki has 
moved things—Stockholm—and comports 
himself like a leader would, and he speaks 
hopefully about the future. 

Secondly, that there are a lot of issues that 
we’re focused on that kind of send a signal 
that cooperation is necessary to change the 
conditions of the world for the better—co-
operation on AIDS, cooperation on malaria, 
cooperation on trade, hopefully, discussion 
about climate change, cooperation in Afghan-
istan. In other words, the agenda is varied, 
and it’s profound. 

And my speech basically says that by focus-
ing on these issues and by working together 
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